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Miniſters for the Souls of Nei People, 
ſhould power fully excite them alſo, to 
labour after their own Salvation. 
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E R M O N, 
Preached at Dax BUR, September 19th, 1770, 


at the ORDINATION 


a THE REVEREND 


BENEZER BALDWIN. 


By Tue Rr 


APHTALI DAGGETT, 


SIDENT OF YALE-COLLEGE, IN New-Haven, 
AND PRorkssoR OF Divixirv IN THE SAME. 


„Corinthians, aur mouth is open unlo you ; our heart is 
larged. —— Now ſer a Recompence iu the ſame (L ſpeak 
i unto my Children) be ye alſo enlarged. 2 Cor. vi. 11-13. 
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LAT IAN S IV. . 


ſy little Children, of whom I travail in 
| Birth again, until Chrift be formed in 


jou. 


" 


MW LY UCH ſolemnities, as this before us, being ſo 
J frequent amongus, and the ſubjects ſuitable to 
5 * be diſcour led upon mr army 0 Mi- 
„ niſters, having been fo fully exhauſted, you 
. + will not expect any thing new from me on 
he preſent occaſion, I ſhall ealy endeavour to ſuggeſt 
i few plain thoughts, which may ſerve for the quicken- 
ins both of miniſters and peeple in the great duties of 
religion, as the words now read will naturally lead us 
them. Tn order to the underftanding of which, I 
may briefly obſerve, that the Apoſtle Paul had been the 
principal inſtrument in ſpreading and planting the Chriſ- 
tan Religion in Galatia, and the adjacent parts of Aſia 
Minor. He had there collected and formed many flou- 
fhing churches, which made a promiſing rene at 
firſt : they ran well; as the apoſtle himlelt teſtiffes of 
them, chap. v. ver. 7. But in his abſence there had crept 
in ſome falſe teachers, who meanly endeavoured to link - 
his character, and deſtroy his influence with theſe con- 
verts to chriſtianity z and to draw them afide from the 
purity of the goſpel. And in this they were nat a little 
luceeſstul. Sat oh 
This was the ſpecial oceaſion of Paul's writing this 
excellent and animated epiſtle to the Galatians, on defign 
to recover them from thoſe errors and declenſions, into 
which they had fallen, and to eſtabliſh their minds ia 
8 De ae Eo Maes: 2 


Hut children in underſtanding, having been ſo eaſily tol- 


the truth, as it is in Jeſus.” Ia the proſecution of which, 
he doth in a clear and maſterly manner aſſert and prove 
the great doctrine of our juſtification by faith alone, in 
the Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſtrenuouſly main- 
rains the freedom of chriftians from the obligation of the 
ceremonial Law: the contrary to which appear to have 
been the two leading errors, into which the Galatian 
churches had been ſeduced. Like a wiſe and faithful 
maſter- builder in the houſe of Gop, he uſes a variety of 
arguments and motives. to inforce his inſtructions and 
exbortations, THe judiciouſly applies himſelf to the fe. 
veral ſprings of action in human nature z —commendy 
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them lor their good beginning in religion ; mixes ten- vidrer 

. derneſs and commendation with juſt ſeverity and neceſ. N ite 
ſary reproof, He reminds them of their former love and fy, car 
affectionate regard to him; and, notwithſtanding they inte 
reat abatement ordoſs of it he ſtill expreſſes the tender Niue ce 
eſt cencern for them, that he might by all poſſible means, ace 
win upon them, and influence them to ſaving purpole Ned he 
His parental tenderneſs and affrctionate concern for them, Wh, inen 
are very beautiſully and emphatically expreſſed in the nan 
text. | rt ma 


_ The appellation, whereby he addreſſes them, is very 
tenderly affectionate and endearing, My little children; 
whiett may alſo at the ſame time carry in it a latent te- 
Proof, in as much as they had ſhewed themſelves to br 
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ſed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, by the ſleight of men, and their cunning craſti- 
neſs, whereby they lay in wait to deceive, He farther 
manifeſts his affeCtion for them, and the exceeding great- 
neſs of the concern their caſe gave him, by a very live- 
iy metaphor taken from the pains of a travailing wo- 
man,—of, whom I travail in birth again. He had prac- 
tiſed all the ſubſtantial kindneſs of a father towards 
chem; as he u a indeed their ſpiritual father, having be: 

| | | gotten 
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hich, nen them thro? the goſpel of Chriſt: and now he lets 
"Trove Wm know, that he had even all the delicate tenderneſs 
de, aß a mother for them; that their ſpiritual intereſt was ve- 
na- near and dear to him; ſo that the anxious concern of 
 thefW: heart for their ſalvation might be juſtly compared 
have en with the diftreſſing pangs of a woman, when tra- 
atian ling in birth with her children. A moſt fotcible fi- 
thiul ure to expreſs at once both the tenderneſs and greatneſs 
ty of Wt his ſolicitude for them. | 


and And at the ſame time this metaphorical expreſſion was 
© ſe. ell ſuited to teach them their obligations to pay a care- 
dende | regard to the truths he was urging upen them, as 
' e- Wtildeen ought to liſten with very dutiful attention to 
eceſ. Ie wiſe and kind inſtructions of her that bare them. 
e and cannot well conceive an affectionate mother able to 
the into a more pathetic and moving ſtrain of diſceurſe, 
nder- Wile counſelling her children, than to remind them of 
1-210 fe aceute, diſtreſſing pangs their exiſtence had occaſi- 
pole. Wed her, when ſhe brought them inte the world, and of 


hem, Wh inexpreſſible care and tenderneſs, wherewith fhe had 
\ thc BG ariſhed their helpleſs infancy. The apoftle in the 
txt makes uſe of the ſame powerful and irreſiſtible ora- 


ve, in his addreſs to the Galatians, and even with ad- 
hren onal force and advantage. No mother could ever 
b te- re by way of motive with her children, that ſhe had 
to Ur Wer endured birth-pangs in bearing them more than 
! * ice, But the apoſtle . aſſerts, that ke travailed in 


- Wirth again for them. By this he reminds them of the 
raſti- Wrmer travail of his ſoul for them, when he was inftru- 
rther Npental of their eonverſion to Chriſtianity, and rejoyced 
zreat- te hope of their being ſavingly born of God. 
live: But their after conduct, as is very often the caſe, gave 
_ 0 im juſt occaſion to be afraid concerning them, that he 
Py beſtowed upon them labour in vain, ver. 11 ; fer 
Waden reaſon his concern and diſtreſs for them were re- 
ig be: ed agaig, R | 
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ſelf, not with a deſign to diſplay his own goodneſs; b 


tender concern ſor the fouls of their people, and ſuitab 


— — ee A ee. m——_—_—_ 
- 
* 


the ſalvation of the ſouls of men. The whole wo 


— 186. - 


„b great object of his concern relative to them va dhe 


this, that Chriſt might be formed in them : i. e. that his imag os tl 
might be formed upon their ſouls by a real, ſpiritual reWhereft 
generation, and that they would clearly evidence th ld, 
ſame, by adhering to, obeying and walking in the truth Weir fo 
and by growing in grace, until they ſhould arrive to th proag 
full meaſure of the ſtature of perfect men in Chrili the 
Or in genera], it was nothing leſs than the everlaſting erk of 
intereſt and ſalvation of their ſouls, for which he had ſucl Prern 
a tender and affecting concern. 7 hie 
Now as he herein acted agreeable to the character Mlarat 
a faithful miniſter of the goſpel, and thus expreſſes him og 
5 long 10 
to move them to a like care and concern about their o 
ſalvation, the words juſtly afford us this obſervation, vi 7 4 
DocTrINE. That ihe great and tender concern, which n al! 
ni bers of the goſpel ought to have, and manifeſt for the fouls Whine f. 
their people, ſhould powerfully excite them alls to labour an a 
their own ſalvation. T9515 | 
The connexion and deſign of the text, as well as t 
reaſon of things, fully warrants, and ſupports the truth. 
this doctrine: And as it carries in it inſtruction bot 
to miniſters and peqple, it will be no unſuitable ſubje 
of diſcourſe on ſuch an occaſion as this. I ſhall ther 
fore conſider it in both theſe views. —By ſhewing th 
goſpel miniſters ought to have an exceeding great a 


expreſs the ſame :—and that this ſhould be a pewerf 
motive with a people to labour after their own ſalvatio 
I. Miniſters of the goſpel ought te have, and expre 
a very great and tender concern for the ſouls of the 
people. This was conſpicuous in the apoſtle Paul to 
eminent degree, and the other apoſtles alſo. This e 
clearly evidenced, not only by their-words, but action 
in their exemplary ſelf-denial, and unwearied labours 
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n walls their charge, and the care of all the churches came 


mag os them: and a preſſing ſolicitude for tneir immortal 
al re ereſt carriedthem with chearfulneſs thro? all parts of the. 
e thillffgrld, and made them indefatigable in the ſervice of 
truth 


ir ſouls 3 althe' they had to encounter with poverty, 
proach, all kinds of tuffering, and even death itſelf in 
Is their work. Their extraordinary diligenee in the 
rk of the miniſtry, is a ſtaking evidence of their great 
vacern; for the fouls committed to their care, Agreable 
which the ſame is very forcibly expreſſed in various 
larations. of theirs, which are left on ſacred record. 
about cea/ing, I make mention of you always in my prayers : -- 
lng to ſee you, that I may impart unto you. ſome ſpiritual 
jt, to the end you may be eftabliſhed. Rom. i. 9. and 11. 
I be free from all men, yet have I made myſelf a ſervant 
wo all, that I might gain the more, 1 Cor. ix. 19. And 
bthe ſame purpoſe in many other places: I pleaſe all 
win all things, not ſeeking mine own profit ; but the profit 
many, that they may be ſaved. —1 will not be burdenſome 10 
; for ¶ ſeek not yours, but you: And I will very pladly 
md, and be ſpent for yon; tho" the more abundanty I love 
the leſs I am beloved. God is my record, how greatly I 
ww after you all, in tbe bowels of Jeſus Chriſt: Yea, and if 
i offered upon the ſacrifice and ſervice of your faith, I joy 
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12 th rejoice with you all. We were gentle among you; even as a 
5 7 e cheriſheth ber chiidren: ſo being affetionately defirous of 
uita ä 


we were willing to have imparted unto you, not the goſpel 


werfe only, but alſo our own ſouls, becauſe ye were dear unto 


Ivatio=-- Brethren, my heart's deſire, and prayer to God for Iſrael 
ex priidat they might be ſaved. And how very forcibly doth 
o cn Mexpreſs himſelf upon this ſubjet, Rom ix. 1, 2, 3. 
ul to 


g ibe truth ia Chrift, I lie not, my conſcience alſ9 bearing me 
Ineſs in the Holy Ghoſt, that I have great heavineſs, and 
Winual ſorrow in my heart: for] could wifh that myſelf were 
ol from Chriſt, for my brethren, my kinſmen according to 
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Theſe expreſſions, together with actions correſponey 
thereto, are plainly evidential of the apoſtle's great eon 
cern for the ſalvation of the ſouls of men. And here 
he was an example highly worthy the imitation of all h 
ſucceffors in the work of the miniftry. With referer 
to which he may be juſtly conſidered, as ſaying to all go 
pel miniſters, Be ye followers of me, even as I alſo am 
Chriſt, who hath expreſſed te greateſt concern for th 
fouls of men, even by laying down his life a ranſom fe 
them. ; 

And that all goſpel minifters ought to be thus affect 
onately ſolicitous for the ſouls of their people, is indee 
too evident to need any proof : However, to impre 
our minds with a ſenſe of our duty, and quicken us t 
the diſcharge of the ſame, it may not be amiſs to ſuggel 
a few plain conſiderations, which ſhow the reaſonable 
neſs and neceſſity of this concern, as A 

1. Their falvation is evidently a matter of high it 
portance. The everlaſting intereft and welfare of a ra 
tional creature is certainly a thing of very great momen 
The ſoul ofthe meaneſt and loweſt of the human race! 
of more worth, than all the riches, honours and king 
doms of this world. Angels view it in this light, as 
matter highly deſerving the utmoſt regard of all who ca 
be employed in the ſervice of fouls. They therefc 
gladly enliſt in this high and important ſervice, and bt 
come miniſtring fpirits to the heirs of ſalvation. A 
what indeed can any ways compare with it for imp 
fance, if we confider either the unſpeakable excellend 
ol ſalvation in itſelf, or the dreadfulneſs of that miſer) 
from which it is a deliverance ? Eternal happineſs, an 
endleſs miſery are words of the moſt ſolemn import 
The ſalvation of a rational foul is an intereſt too great ff 
any fine mind to entertain a juſt conception of it. T 
would every one eſteem concerning his own ſalvatie 
did he juſtly realize what it is, and duly conſider k 
#LY. - | 0\ 


boun 5- This ſame earneſt concern is abſolutely neceſſary to 
rpole|ithfulnels in the work of the miniſtry. | 
Je ha Nothing can have ſuch an effeQual tendency and in- 
e; theyence to make perſons thorough and faithful in any 
fore Whuſinels they undertake, as having their hearts engaged 
Kno it, and being earneſtly concerned for the accompliſh- 
ſouls eat of it. Now if miniſters have not a deep and ten- 
t heuer concern for the ſalvation of their people's fouls, tis 
inſtiti orally impoſſible they ſhould be thorough and faithful 
of the their endeavours to promote it. Other motives may 
not ¶doce them to do ſomething towards it: but corrupt 
to thi cure is ſo reluctant ta duty, that they will be exceeding 
atmenWpt to content themſelves with faint and ſuperficial at- 
L mpts in this matter. Miniſters therefore highly need 
ich th have a great and abiding concern for the eternal inte- 
ſt of their people, in addition to all other motives and 
o gloonderatians, to make them thoroughly faithful, willing 
that WÞ ipend, and be ſpent for the promoting of it: With- 
d buffer this they cannot obtain the great mercy to be faithful, 
n whigW will only add upon this head once more. 
deſig 6. It will greatly contribute to their own glory and 
mplilWappinefs to be thus concerned for the ſalvation of their 
lolay « eople. F N 
; For as this will make them faithful in the work of the 
fy. hinfWord, and give the greateſt probability of ſucceſs, in 
ing inWeir turning many unto righteouſneſs, ſo it will prepare 
ſinnehem for a greater crown of glory; that they may ſhine 
of go the other world with a ſuperior luſtre, as the bright- 
e inſteghes of the firmament, and ſtars of the firſt magnitude. 
oGod Wh conſequence of their faithfulneſs they will be likely to 
pu ghoifive many ſouls for their joy and crown of rejoicing in, 
ie richie day of Chriſt. And it will ſurely be no ſmall ad- 
ry juli don to all the other articles of heaven's bleſſedneſs, for- 
: (alvaiMinifters there to meet with a large and joyful train of 
| may Weir people, brought thither by means of their faithful 
; willMdeayours : to ſee, and congratulate large-numbers ot 
aiſe. v2 2 Oe E choſe 
5. Th 51 


thoſe. happy ſouls arrived ſafe to that ſtate of perfedic 
and glory, for whom they had once and again painful 
- trayailed in birth, till Chriſt was formed in them. 

Or if they are thus duly cencerned for the ſalvation e 
their people, and ſuitably expreſs the ſame by caref 
vigilance and unwearied labours for that end; altho' the 
ſhould not be ſucceſsful according to their earneſt de 
yet they themſelves will be glorious in the coming world 
and their reward will be great. But if they be carele 
and idle ſhepherds, it will be the reverſe with them, an 
that to an awful degree. So that their own intereſt mo 
plainly and loudly calls upon them, to imitate the ex 
ample of this holy apoſtle, in being very deeply co 
cerned for the ſalvation. of their people. ke 

I think, my Fathers and Brethren, I have puoRuall,. fe 
kept my promiſe, of only ſuggeſting a few plain and (Y\ abli 
rious thoughts for eur CHER in the great duties r 
the miniſterial office. Permit me to proceed in the (ani, 1 

a . : > pre iu 

ways, while I briefly remind you; and myſelt, in wi This 
manner goſpel miniſters mould expreſs this concern and. 
ſolicitude far the ſalvation of thoſe committed to the ; 
charge, viz. —By ſpending their whole time in the lervid 
of their ſouls, as far as they poſſibly can, conſiſtent wit 

Truth obliges me to allow, that ſuch are the circu 
ſtances. of theſe employed in ſacred ſervice, that the 
muſt be. interrupted by many unavoidable avocation 
and too much of their time taken up in the cares oft 
world. This is no. ſmall unhappineſs ; and therefore 
be guarded agaipſt, as much as poſſible, And if an 
ha abuſe this canceſſion, as a cloak for idlenels and! 
dolence in a needleſs miſpence of precious time, or unn 
ceſſary entanglements in ſecular affairs, they ſhovld-r 
member, that they do it at their peril, Conſciepce, 

tige office in this affair with every one of us; and wherg 

in we are guilty, make us feel the charge. a 
75 miniſte 
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Liſters of the goſpel have no time to indulge floth. 
bronly the ſabbath ; but the whole week ſhould be 
doro improved by them, either in private inftruc- 
or in preparing for the public ſervice of the ſanctu- 
Their buſineſs is truly difficult and weighty enough 
frequire their whole time. And the more time and 
ins they expend in preparations therefor, the more 
brovgh, edifying and profitable they will likely be. It 
uſt therefore be a very criminal neglect in any miniſter 
trifle away a great part of the week, without laying up 
tore for the ſabbath, and then come to his people 
prepared, empty and barren, inſtead of coming to 
em in the fulneſs of the bleſſings of the goſpel of Chriſt. 
is not ſufficient to do juſt fo much, as may excuſe 
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tual from public cenſure, and maintain the ſtated courte 
and (on public ſervices : but they ſhould embrace every oppor- 
_ i, and try every ſuitable method to make ſerieus 


aprefſions on the minds of their people. 

This I take te be the meaning of that divine com- 
ind, “ Be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon,” In- 
ation is a principal part ef a miniſter's buſineſs ; in 
ich he muſt be faithful, plain and unwearied, dealing 
t ſuch inſtrustions, as he judges will be moſt Ceneficial 
the fouls ef his people, tho' it may coſt him more 
bur and pains, than it would to dwell on thoſe ſubjects 
lit are very familiar to him. — And all his inſtructions 
buld be adapted to this grand purpoſe, the ſalvation ef 
people's fouls. Perſons may take conſiderable pains 
the work of the miniſtry, may be really diligent and 
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| La ee therein, and yet unhappily miſs it in this artiele, 
anc "It calculating their endeavours properly and directly to 
Key Ws grand end, the leading of finners into a due acquain- 


ice with 'tHetmfelves, and te the faving knowledge of 
tus Chrift, If we ſhould be ever ſo induſtrious, mainly 
th a view to ſet off outſelves, make a figure, and gain 
Plauſe, we do not herein expreſs any real concern for 
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ie ſouls of our people; but only an ambitious deſire HMentie 
recommending ourſelves. We may indeed in this wi pi 
be indirectly inſtrumental of faving ſme ſouls : but oe ver 
thanks to us for it; as this was not the main thing eople. 
aimed at in what we did; If therefore we would rea en 
expreſs a tender concern for the ſalvation of ſouls, ¶Meſſiot 
hearty regard hereto ſhould ſwallow up all lower vie. cor 
and induce us to calculate the whole of our labour ich re 
ſuch a manner as is beſt adapted to reach the conlciene Nut t 


and ſavingly affect their hearts. 8 | atural 
Let me add anocher plain obſervation, viz. That ourſ 
muft expreſs our hearty concern fer the ſalvation of ſou be obj 
by earneſt, unceaſing prayer to God for them. ſou! 


Interceſſion is one important exercile of the evangelic; (K1rio! 
rieſthood, as well as of the Levitical. And it will b 
impoſſible to have a ſincere and tender concern for t 
ſouls of others, and yet not give vent to it by ferve 
ſupplications to God for them, The continual prays 
and interceſſion of the apoſtles for the ſalvation of tho 
committed to their charge is worthy our notice and im 
tation. We: find in ſcripture, that it was their ſtead 
conſtant practice, Rom. i. 9. Without ceaſing,” ſays t 
apoſtle, I make mention of you always in my prayers. 


_* The high prieft under the law always bore the names 0 as | 


_ alſo to labour after their own ſalvation. - 


the twelve tribes engraven on his breaſtplate, whenev{5 '0 
he appeared before God in the moſt holy place, whic 
altho' eſpecially deſigned to typify the interceſſion 
Chriſt, our great high prieſt in heaven, very natural 
- teaches miniſters the duty of carrying the ſouls of the 
people to God by eonftant earneſt prayer. But I nec 
not enlarge on ſo plain a point: 
25 I therefore haften to obſerve, TREE: 
II. That the tender concern of a miniſter for the ſo 
bf his people ſhould be a powerful motive to exeite the 


*Tis with this view and deſign, that the blefſzd apoſt 
| N mentic 


mentions. the great chances: and deſire, which he had fot 


* Y be ſpiritual intereſt of the Galatians. And it ſeems to 
our very naturally calculated to move and win upon a2 
ng ople. There are very ſew ſe utterly deftiruce of all 


zgenvity, as to be intirely unaffected with ſenſible ex- 


I reflions of benevolence and concern for them. Such is 
E's. e conſtitution of human nature, and perfectly conſiſtent 


ch reaſen, that only ſeeing others deeply concerned a- 


our 1 \ a9 | 
ciencWovt their own intereſt has a ſympathetic influence, and 
atural aptneſs to excite ſomething of the ſame concern 
hat ourſelves z and more eſpecially ſa, when our intereſt is 
f ſoul de object of cheir concern, And "tis highly reaſonable 


ſhould have this effect upon us: and it muſt be an 
dition to the crime and guilt of our careleſſneſs about 
wr own ſalvation, if we are not moved and influenced 
labour after it by the evident manifeſtations of others 
mncern for us, A few conſiderations may ſet this in 
juſt and clear light. Ws ; 

1, God excites this concern in miniſters, deſigning it 
ould thus be a motive with people to ſecure their own 
lation. | 

Every inſtance and degree of this ſincere coffcern in 
liniſters is the effect of God's ſpirit and grace in them: 
q as it is naturally calculated to move and affect a peo- 
It, ſo God has deſigned it as one motive among others, 
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which engage their attention to the everlaſting intereſt of 
Ton r ſouls. And for this reaſ@n-it ought to have the in- 
aturall ace of a powerful metive with them: and in being 


luenced hereby, they fall in with the kind deſigns of 
pd's providence and grace towards them. But other- 
le they oppoſe the operations of Ged, and reſiſt that 
lick is both calculated and deſigned for their good. 
2, By reaſon of this concern in faithtul-miniſters a 
ple have additional advantages for, and a more en- 
raging proſpect of their ſalvation ; and ſhould there- 
de hereby quickened to exert themſelves the more 
Mroully for che ä . 
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I have already obſerved, that the natural tendency of 
ſueh a pious concern in miniſters has a favourable aſpe& 
on a people, as it will doubtleſs make therff thorough and 
faithful in their miniſterial labhurs: And this muſt be a 
very great help end advantage te a people, to have thok, 
who are earneſtly deſirous of their ſalvation, faithful) 
labeuring with them to promote it. A people can hardly 
enjoy a greater advantage and bleſſing of a religious ni. 
' ture, than a faichful laborious miniſter ef Chrift, that is 
heartily ſolicitous for their ſpiritual good; who“ natu- 
rally cares for them ;** watches for their ſouls and take 
All fuitable. methods to ſave them. This is a very pow 
erful and advantagious means of ſalvation, appointed b 
Ged : and therefore brings a people under proportiona 
bly ſtrong obligations ro attend to the buſineſs of religi 
on. They hereby likewiſe have a mere animating prof: 
pect of obtaining ſalvation, than if they were deſtitute 0 
this advantage. For as Ged accompliſhes the ſalvatio 
of ſinners in and with the uſe of ſuitable means, ſo wher 
he has gracieus deſigns towards them, he ordinarily ap hilde. 

ints ſuirable means for the anſwering of them. Aud o 
In a general way, when God in his providence cauſes ex, _ 
cellent and well-adapted\means to be uſed for any pur; juſt 
poſe, they are attended with ſucceſs in ſome meaſure a 
fwerable to them. Altho' this be not univerſally t 
_ eaſe, yet 1 ſay it is generally ſo, And therefore whe 
God excites others to uſe the moſt proper and powert 
means of ſalvation with us, we have the greater enco 
ragement to ſtrive frem an additional proſpect of ſuece 
When God is pewerfully working, and as it were (tri 
ing te ſave us, this ſhould animate us to put forth 0 
utmoſt efforts in concurrence with him. 
- 3. Hereby they will gratefully requitc the benevolen 
of their miniſters. _ l 
Gratitude is juſtly eſteemed a very important and a 
able virtue in rational creatures ; and the want of ith 


* 
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a very od ious and dete ſtable character. Now when mi- 
niſters are deeply concerned for, and painfully laborious 


\ and in prometing the ſpiritual welfare of their people, the 
* beſt requital they can poſſibly make them is, to work 
phe gut their own ſalvation with fear and trembling z—and 
\fully 


give all diligence to make their calling and election ture.” 
ardly Hereby they will in the meſt acceptable and effedtual 


di manner recompenſe them for all the travail ef their ſoutz, 
hat ii and labour of love beſtowed upon them : For what is 
natu-W our hope or joy, or crown of rejoicing ? are net even ye 
cakevW;, the preſence of eur Lord Jefus Chriſt at bis coming ? 
PO" Theſ. ii. 19. For now we live, if ye ſtand faſt in the 


ed bi Lord. 1 Theſ. iii. 8. 1 have no greater joy, ſays the 
tiona zpoſtle, than to hear, that my children walk in the truth. 


relig Joba 4. And therefore a people ought to feel, and be 
p | ” . * . . . 4 
„Pro influenced by this motive from a principle of gratitude 
1 d thoſe, who thus expreſs the greateſt and nobleſt bene- 
v 


yolence towards them. A kind parent never thinks kim- 
elf ſo agreeably requited, and fo amply rewarded by his 
children, as when they attentively receive his inſtruſtions, 
and purſue ſuch good courſes, as tend moſt effectually 
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ies ex promote their own true intereſt. And I am certain it 
1 POIs juſt the ſame with goſpel miniſters, who have a deep 
ute 2d prefling concern for the ſouls of thoſe committed to 
ally Weir charge, A careleſs neglect of their own ſalvation, 
*. d an obftinate continuance in ſin is a moſt ungrateful 
0 


eqdital of their kindneſs, and is felt by them as ſuch, to 
their great grief and ſorrow of heart. 

4 Unleſs people will be hereby influenced to labour. 
ter their own ſalvation, all this concern in miniſters 
vill be werſe than in vain to them. 55 

It does, as I have obſerved, put an additional advan- 
age into their hands for obtaining eternal life, and ſhould 
ie felt by them as a powerful motive exciting to a vi- 
prous proſecution of it. But ic can have no effect foc 
vi purpoſe, unleſs they themſelves will be influenced by 
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it 6 u ſerious care and (olicicude about their own fila 


th 
tion. The deepeſt concern of others for them will ne * 
fave their ſouls, it they themlelves will remain care|e(Mlvaric 
and negligent, and not exert themſelves in preſſing ini N ceſſa 
the kingdom of heaven. And ſo their miniſters travailMWan we 
ing in birth for them will be labour in vain, as to them t wl 
ik it be not inſtrumental of, or iſſue in their being borMitereſt 
again, Tea, it will be worſe than loſt upon them, ey w 
their future puniſhment will be nat a little increae e ar 
hereby. Muſt we not think it will be a very aggravf othe 


ting circumſtance of damnation, for ſinners in the reg 
ons of milery to reflect, and conſider, how parents an 
miniſters travailed in birth for them: how earneſtly de 
firous they were of their ſalvation, and painfully ſtro 
for it, and with agonizing hearts kindly exerted their u 
moſt endeavours to promote it, while they themſely 
would not be prevailed upon to exereiſe any ſerious, a 

, *FeAual care about it? This muſt certainly be a ve 
cutting reflection in hell. I will only add, 
5. That as a people are more nearly intereſted in 
affair, the great concern of miniſters for their ſouls ſhoy 
certainly excite in them a much greater concern for t. 
Minifters are not indeed altogether unintereſted ther 
in: but ſtill tis evident, that every one muſt be vaſt 
more intereſted in bis own ſalvation, than others can pofiWnder - 
fibly be. And therefore, if others ſee ſufficient reaſon 


be greatly concerned about our ſpiritual and immoral no! 
intexeſt, this plainly ſhows, that we have greater raf ind fe 
to be ſo, becauſe the intereſt is all our own ; our weltaWully c 

is the object of this concern, Faithful miniſters will ſ ca 


their own ſouls, let the event be what it will with tnqWout t. 
that hear them. If hearers will remain careleſs, and Wh thei 
ST - - gle the great ſalvation, while the utmoſt labour is hem 

owed upon them in vain, they themſelves muſt bear ſir he 
ceonaſequences of it: © If thou be wiſe, thou ſhalt be Ringe 
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ey were travailing in birth for us. 
blly and ſtupidity in a very glaring light. The concern 
others for our ſalvation ſhould evidently excite a ten- 
d engagedneſs in us for the ſecuring of it. Their ten- 
krneſs tewards us ſhows the amazing ab 
vel careleflaeſs with regard te ourſelves. 
Let us make ſome due application of what has been ſaid. 
APP LL 4CATEODAN:C 

. We may hence infer the vaſt neceſſity and impor- 
ce of miniſters being truly religious themſelves. _ 
do not pofitively aſſert, that an unconverted man 
nnot be a lawful miniſter of Chrift : or deny, but that 
ie may from ſome motives or other do great fervice in 
e chureh of God, and-be inftrumental of faving many 
But till I think, that there is ordinarily very lit- 
Omiting all other confiderations, tis 
try evident that a deep and hearty cencern for the ſalva- 
lon of ſouls is almoſt abſolutely neceſſary in order to 
ander a miniſter thoroughly faithful in his work. But 
be continues deſtitute of the ſpecial grace of Sed, he 
Ill not have any conſiderable” abiding concern on his 
bind for the ſalvation of his people. 
ally careleſs and unconcerned about his own foul : and 
Www can it be then expected, that he ſhould care much 
out the ſouls of others ? If they never travail in birth 
br their own ſouls, nor take care that Chriſt be formed 
them, certainly the ſalvation of others will not lie near 
ſtir hearts, or greatly engage their attention: other 
Inge will be much more the objects of their oon 
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Ro 


#thyſelf, or to thine own advantage-; but if thou 
xmeſt, thou alone ſhall bear it.“ Prov. ix, 12. | 
vation of our ſouls is our all, in which we muſt be 

eceſfarily intereſted, and that even to an infinite degree. 
zn we then be careleſs and unconcerned about it? and 
at while others, who, comparatively fpeaking, have no 
nereſt at ſtake, are painfully ſolicitous about us, as if 


The 


This mult ſet our 


ſurdity of our 


He will be habi- 


cern. 


And 


ts high my hopes of your uſefulneſs in the church of 
Inſt, But whatever may be your furniture and quali- 
tions for the work of the goſpel miniftry, I doubt not 
chat you are deeply ſenſible of your abſolute need of 
ine influences, in order to a right and faithful diſ- 
ge of the weighty truſt now to be committed to you, 


O wat 
Omes 
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* ate not, of yourſelf, ſufficient for it :—and indeed 
. bo is? In humble diffidence therefore ot yourſelf, your 
wh ſtrength and ſufficiency, ** be ſtrong in the grace 


ich is in Chrift Jeſus,” and let his promiſe and all-ſuf- 
tency be your ſtrength and confidence, Keep your 
vineyard :—attend daily with the moſt foletnn ſoli- 
tude to the important intereſt of your own ſoul ; and 
vou will not fail to cate for the ſouls of your dear 
urge; but will travail in birth for them again and a- 
b, till Chriſt be formed in them. This is really, Sir. 
of the moſt ſolemn days you have ever ſeen, and the 
mation now before you one of the moſt weighty in 
ich yeu was ever concerned. The work you are now 
ging in is truly arduous, and the molt important in 
lt conſequences of it, that was ever undertaken by mor- 
man : Yea, the very angels themſelves deeply feel 
k weight of it, while they ſerve as miniſtring ſpirits to 
In that ſhall be heirs of ſalvation. The diſtant proſ- 
k& of it, I make no deubt, hath eften cauſed you to 
kmble, and made you boy the knee in humble, ardent 
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pub plication to God for grace ſufficient to the diſchar 
the g. And now the important hour arrived muſt bring 
hed y th it an additional weight of concern on your mind. 


ader the preſſure ef this look to him, who hath called 
to this work, and who hath ſaid, ** My grace is ſuf- 
ent for thee.” And live and act, in the diſcharge of 
ur werk, in an humble dependance on the all- ſuffici- 
ky of his grace, thro' whom ſtrengthening you can do 
things. Difficulties, trials and diſcouragements you 
| expe& to meet with: But, as a good ſoldier of Jeſus 
=» N Chf, 
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Chrift, let none of theſe things move you neither e e.. 
your life dear to yourſelf, ſo that you might Hniſn y 399 
courſe with joy, and the miniſtry, which you are now! ple ve 
receive of the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the goſpel of Hunt 
grace of God, N 2 ery la. 
Altho' you. may ſtand in very little need of any dire the 
tions, or inſtruftions, I can give you, relative to the cot 
_ cred work you are entering upon, yet I will juſt hint of 
"caution to you, which is this, not te lay an undue Rre d ren 
upon metaphyſical niceties, nor entertain your heat eme 
with fine-ſpun ſpeculations of this kind: but deal out n 
them the great, plain, important truths of the goſpel whid | 
are the bread of life, the food of ſouls. Nor yet ont puld | 
other hand would I have you be fo much afraid oft ſtan 
tremendous whirlpool of Metaphyſics, as to beat the: jth gr 
with mere uncertain ſounds, without explanation or def res, 
nition, or leading your hearers into an accurate acquait gd an 


tance with the preciſe meaning and ideas they are deſig Ils w. 
ed to convey : Medio tutiſſimus ibis. bie 

I muſt not enlarge by ſuggeſting the numerous m full 
tives; which might be mentioned, to excite you to fait th'b 


fulneſs in the weighty truſt now to be committed to yo ige 


Only view there the large number of immortal ſouls q 
are taking the charge ef ; view the Judgment Day; r a for 
alize Eternity, and the motives will croud thick into yo Naht! 
mind, while you conſider, that you muſt very loon gif in 
up an account of your ſtewardſhip, and be in a ſenſe a; unfa 
ſwerable for every ſoul committed to your charge. The 0 ot! 
have expreſſed no ſmall eſteem and regard for you: Nee. 
truſt you will not fail to expreſs an equal regard and co thi 
cern for them in your miniſterial labours among the Þ% 
May many, may all of them, be the erown of your "> © 
_.joycing in the great day of account: at which ole (1 
time may you fully enjoy the happineſs of your own n 
vation, heightened with the noble pleaſure anc ſatisfacti pmbe 
of having been inſtromental of faving all the ſouls rey 
37 * 5 A nin 


hear you. A 
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1 And now my Breathren in the miniſlry, let me juſt 
5 ere to you, that the ſolemn tranſaction . before us 


tould Impreſs our minds afreſh with a deep ſenſe of the 
ry lacred obligations we are under to travail in birth 


dire! the ſouls committed to our charge, and to expreſs 
che concern for them by a correſpondent conduct. Tam . 
hint of this opportunity, as it admoniſhes me of my duty, 
e tres reminds me of my great and criminal defeQs therein, 
beate emember well, that on the day of my own Ordination, 
out eder a litile affected with the ſolemnity of the charge 
Wh then taking upon me: and I did reſolve, that I 
on buld be faithful to the truſt committed to me, thro' the 


ſtance of divine grace.---But alas, alas ! I muſt confeſs 
ich grief and ſhame, that I have been greatly deficient : 
res, I freely confeſs it in this public manner, before. 
2d and man. I have not labouted for the ſalvation of 
Ils with that painful ſolieitude, and deep concern, which 
e high importance of the cafe hath required. And 1 
fully ſenſible, that the want of a due concern for ſouls 
wh been the great ſource and cauſe of all that criminal _ 
keligence and unfaithfulneſs, with which I know, and 
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uls q Linyſe*? now to ſtand chargeable in the ſight of God ; 
ay;T id Tor which I de fire to be deeply humbled. O! how 
ito yo hey and ſolemn is the truſt committed to us; ani 
on ci infinitely important the conſequences of faithfulneſs, 
enſe al unfaithfulneſs therein, both with reſpect to ourſelves 
Th others ! With what eagerneſs ſhould we endeavour 
you : teſcue fouls out of the jaws of eternal perdition, and 
nd col e them from the pit of remedileſs miſery ? Would not 
then parent be juftfy det med an inhuman monſter, Who, 
your ing one of his children falling into the fre, ſhoyld care- 
ſole ly ſit (till, or be delatory in his endeavours to fave him 
own (Wn the devouring flames? And are there not a great 
isfactii ber of the precious ſouls, committed to our care, 


ouls t 


Win imminent danger of falling ſoon into everlaſting 
A 


* 14 11 , F ' . 
ings 7 Who muſt be awakened, Tenewed, and have 
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us ſolid hope, that God has new at length graciouſly a 


about ſuch a direful event? Does not the ſhocking tho 


be ſaved ? Can we be lack and remiſs in our endeavour 
to fave them, when we plainly ſee them juſt ready t 


* tho” I thus ſpeak. The Lord grant us all. mercy to 
faithful to the death, that we may receive a crown of lif 


tion in this place. 


among you in chooſing one fer. your paſtor, who, 


The ſubject I have been diſcourſing on, hath held up 


N 
Chrift formed in them, or elſe they will in a few days |; 
hopeleſly ingulphed, and ſwallowed up in the flames « 
hell. And ean we be careleſs, and unconcerned at hea 


bring on travailing pains upon our fouls, and force us t 
cry aloud to them, and to God for them, that they ma 


plunge into endlels ruin? If fo, we muſt not only be nc 
totiouſly unfaithful to Him, who hath made us biſhopy 
but have hearts ſteeled with cruelty towards the ſouls « 
our dear brethren.---But I. hops better things of you, a 


[ have a few words to ſay to the church and congreg: 


DzarLyY Betovep, You have abundant reaſon to 
deeply humbled, and make great ſearchings of heart, u 
der the ſingular frowns, and repeated diſappointmen 
you have been long exereiſed with, reſpecting your rel 
gious affairs. - Your neighbours and brethren arou 
have tenderly ſympathized with you under theſe ſore a 
threatning trials ; have longed, and waited to ſee an hay 
py iſſue of them, at the ſame time trembling for the i 
tereſt of religion among you. And thefefore we ca 
but behold this day as very joyful in that reſpect, givi 


peared for you, by cauſiag great harmony, and unanimi 


hope, will naturally care for you, even travail in bir 
for. you; and labour earneſtly for your ſalvation, Int 
view and opinion of him, we recommend him to yo 
and intreat you to receive him in the Lord. Encourag 
ſtrengthen, ſupport and pray for him, that the great 

ſign of the goſpel miniſtry may be abundantly anſwere 
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view the great neceſſity of his being deeply concerned 
br the” ſalvation of your ſouls, and arduoufly labouring 
b promote the ſame. At the ſame time I have not o- 
witted to tell you, that you muſt alſo exereiſe the greateſt 
are about your own fouls, and ſtrive with agonizing 
gern to enter into the. kingdom of heaven. You will 
bot be ſo unreaſonable, as to expect unfailing perfection 
zany imperfe&t man on earth; or that he will be able 
fave your ſouls, without any care or pains of your own 
Poet them. And yet this is what ſome ſeem moſt ſtu- 
y to expect; and are ready to complain, and fault 
ar miniſter, Why is not he more concerned about us? 
Wd why don't he take more pains with us? To the moſt 
Fluch complaints it might be juſtly anſwered, Your mi- 
ter does take as much pains with you, as you really 

ire he ſhould ; and if he were to uſe more with you 

a proper way, you would only be the more uneaſy and 
Szuſted at him for it. And let ſuch perſons ſeriouſly 
it the queſtion to themſelves, Why don't I take more 
we of my own ſoul * Am I not more careleſs and tre- 
ws in this affair, than my miniſter appears to be? How 
* can I pretend to fault him, without condemning 
hel at the ſame time? But J have almoſt forgot, that 
propoſed only a ſhort addreſs to you: nor is there need 
being lengthy, as you know the duty yau owe to a 
inifter ſet over you in the Lord, to watch for your 
i and have been ever noted, as a people highly 
Ning che privileges of the goſpel miniſtry, and chear- 
Wy ready to ſupport it. In continuing thus to do, you 
moſt effectually conſult the important intereſt of your 
0 ſouls, and of your dear children for ages to come, 
rar Brethren, we wiſh and pray, that the God of love, 
peace and of all grace may be with you, and with your 
miſter ; eftabliſh, ſettle and build you vp in holineſs 
lIcomfort, thro? faith unto ſalvation : and that your 


wr may ftand at the laſt day, with all the ſouls of his 
| We charge, 
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charge, a great and joyſul company, at the right hand Nhe 
your. Judge, and there enjoy mutual congratulations td 
gether in the joys of your Lord forever and ever. 
But 1 muſt cloſe with a few words to this large al: 
bly in general. rare] 
Is have obſerved to you, that God hath manifeſtcs t 
+ moſtcompaſſionate tenderneſs and concern for your {ul 
ſpeaking after the manner of men. The Lord feſ 
Chriſt hath done the ſame; —hath wept over them, bi. 
and died for them; and the Holy Spirit is ſtriving f 
their ſanctification and ſalvation. And if you have 
happineſs to ſit under faithful miniſters, as I doubt n 
© the moſt of you do, they are often travailing in birth 
+ You with deep ſolicitude of heart. Let thele conſider 
tions impreſs your minds with ſome juſt ſenſe of the wor 
of your ſouls, and\the infinite importance of their ſa ort 
tion; and be perſuaded not to throw them away in 
endleſs ruia by a molt criminal and cruel neglect of the 
While- heaven and earth, and all worlds, but that of he 
are trying to ſave them. And if you would not have 
this ſoi;citude, and all theſe endeavours prove inc ffectu 
vou muſt join in by yur own hearty concern, and ſpeed 
vigorous efforts, ſtriving to enter in at the ſtraight ga 
and working out your ſalvation with fear and trembli 
Immediately return to God thro* Chriſt, and give up yo 
- ſelves to him, with cordial ſubjection of ſoul to him, w 
is King ot kings and Lord of lords. Be ſpeedy, I lay, 
preſſing into the kingdom of heaven; for the time 
ſhort : the few remaining, precious moments. of lite 
preſently” lip away, and be gone, before you are aw! 
of it: the means of grace will ſoon be no more: 
ſcene is drawing to a cloſe, and you are juſt ſteping i 
Eternity. The Lord have merey on you all for Chil 
lake, AMEN. f eee 
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hand he Charge given to the Reverend Ebe- 


0": WW neger Baldwin at his Ordination over 


aſſe 


e the Rey'd Elijah Sill, Paſtor of the 
a Je church of Chriſt in WMew- Fairfield, 
M, Obe 5 : 


ing North Society. 

ave t ; | 

ubt n Dax BROTHER, NY Bn . 
irch T has pleaſed the Lord Jefus Chriſt, the great Head 
nlider of the Church, to call you to the high Office, and 
e wor orable employment of the goſpel miniftry, and us his 
ir ſauorthy ſervants to attend your folemn ſeperation 
„ay inreunto. We do therefore in the name of the Father, 
f the Son and the Holy Ghoſt ſet you apart to that ſacred 
of he re, and! ſervice, committing to your paſtoral care the 
have Work of Chriſt in this place. And as the charge of ſouls 
ect b devolved” upon you, the weightieſt charge that 
ſpeeq be undertaken in life, we hope and truſt, that your 
hc ga ad is under ſome due impreſſion of the ſolemn betruſt- 
mblinWeat; and that you now take the overſight of this 


p 
m, W 
| ſay, 
time 
life N numerous aſſembly, that you wait on your miniſfer- 
e aw Ws, watch in all things, make full proof of it. Preach 
re: We word: be inſtant in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon : re- 
ing ire, rebuke, exhort with all long-fuffering and doc- 
Chrifie. Hold faſt the form of ſound words, and teach 


wrch and congregation, not by conſtraint, but willing- 
not for filrhy lucrE.; but of a ready mind. © 
And we do now charge you before God, and the Lord 


many, that corrupt the word of God: but teach the 
vious truths of che goſpel in their natiye ſimplicity and 
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the firſt church and congregation in. 
Danbury, September 19th, 1770, by 


lus Chriſt and the elect angels; and id the preſence of 


It for doctrines the commandments of men; Ze not 


* 
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divine pufity: Preach a crucified Saviour: ſtudy not 
much to pleaſe the ear, and 'gratify the fancy with leat 
et harangues, and rhetorical flouriſhes on mere moralit 
to impreſs the heart, reform the life and ſave the ſou 
- of your hearers, Feed them with the bread of life, uſin 
great plainneſs of ſpeech. Shun not to declare the who! 
_ counſel of Cod. Meditate much on theſe things; giy 
thbyſelf whally to them, that thy profiting may appe; 
unto all. laſiſt much, in your preaching, on the pre 
, eflential truths of the goſpel.; ſuch: as the fall of ma 
with all its inconceivably awful conſequences, and hill: 
recovery thro” the unſearchable riches of free grace 
Chriſt ;---the nature and neceſſity of the new birch, wit 
its bleſſed and happy effects :---rhat great, ſundament 
and. precious doctrine of Juſtification by the impute 
righteouſneſs of Chrift, theo” faith alone. And as to th; 
important doctrine gf a thorough conviction of ſin, offi 
the work of the law en the. conſcience, as antecedent, an 
- Preparatory to a ſaving faith and. converſion, be caref 
to give it due place and weight in your preaching. L 
all theſe things be ſuitably treated of, clearly illuſtratec 
faithfully urged, and. cloſely applied. Endeavour . 
alarm the {ecure, inſtruct the ignorant, convince the gain 
_ Jayers, eſtabliſh the wavering, guide the doubting, rh 
.  Þ. claim the wanderiag, undeceive the hypocrite, and edif 
the ſaint, giving to every one his portion in due ſeaſo 
Lord it not over God's heritage: but be thou an ex 
ample to the flack. We alſo. give thee in, charge, ., 
adminiſter the ſacraments of the new teſtament, viz. Bap 
tdiſm and the Lord's ſupper, to all that ſhall appear to b 
| properly qualified ſubjects for the ſame ; and to app 
the awful cenſures of Chriſt to the ſcandalous, and obit 
pate, doing nothing therein by partiality. Feed both ch 
Weg anch the lamby of. Chrili's ock. You are likewil 
to viſit the people of your charge, endeavouriag to kno 
Their Rare, eſpecially the ſick, praying with them. 
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{ike heed to thyſelf, to the ſtate of thine wn fool; 
thy dofrine and manner of life: for in ſo doing thou 


not! 


rality itt both ſave thyſelf, and them that hear thee. Main- 
e ſou a cloſe and humble walk with God : be much in 
oY wer. . And' remember, that a Biſhop muft be blame- 
who 


and the ſervant of the Lord muſt not' ſtrive ; but 


eic gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, in meeknels 
pes truRing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, if God perad- 
Le tre will give them repentance to the acknowledges” 


jar of che truth. Be ſtrong in the grace that is in 
iſt Jeſus :---Endure hardneſs, as a good ſoldier of 
us Chriſt.--- And a8 in the courſe of divine Providence ©  - 


ind hi 
race | 


„ wich may be called to affiſt in the introducing of others 
ment the miniſtry, lay hands ſuddenſy on no man: but 
Aa b ſame commit thou to faithful men. Thele thin 


Aly obſerve and keep in remembrance : theſe things 
give, and leave in charge with ygu. We thus charge 
by the dying love of a compaſſionate Saviour; by 
iolemn vows you have now taken on yourſelf :---we 
ge you, dear Sir, by the ſolemnities of a dying bed, 
by the ſtill more folemn ſcenes of the final Judgment, © 
mt you give your molt diligent attention to them: 1 


ſin, « 
nt, an 
care 
4 © 
trated 
dur | 


e gain t you watch for fouls, as one that muſt give account; j 
5. 3; lit you” may ds it at laſt with unutterable joy, and re- 
- << ite crown of glory, that fadeth net away. AMEN. 
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 —eccalions as this is, by giving the right Hand of F ches 


Elders and Meſſengers here preſent, do in their name, 25 


ther with us, in the ſervice and hope of the Goſpel. \\ 


hoping a chriſtian- like, friendly correſpondence may | 


bundant ſucceſs. And as we are engaged in the {a 


»Chiiſt, grant we may in ſuch a manner go thro' the d 
| ties of our office, as that we may. finally ſhare in the 
*- wards of thoſe faithful Tefvants,.who having turned ma 

to righteouſneſs, Mall ſhine as the brightneſs of the 


mutual love, fellowſhip and cemmunion on ſuch joy 
hip: So I, being appointed to'this ſervice, by the Re. 


at their defire, Reverend and Dear Sir, give you this fig 
Hapd, in Teſtimony that we look upon you as a Min 
ſter of Chriſt, regularly called and introduced into i 
ſacred office in this church. We receive you as a 3: 


rejoice in the miniſtegial gifts and accompliſhments, wit 
which God hath adorned you, We ſhall be ready on 
occaſions, to afford you all proper aſſiſtance and enco 
ragement, expecting the ſame kind office from you 


cultivated and maintained among us, who are brethren 
proſeſſion and calling, to the mutual benefit and edific 
tion of each other, We bid you god ſpeed. Our pray 
to God is, that you may have muck of the divine pr 
ſence ; and that your labours may be crowned with 


noble cauſe; may a good God through riches of grace 


mament, and av the: ars for ever and ever. AMEN 
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